THE

STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR.

CHAPTER I.
THE STATES AND THE UNION.

THE main object of this book is to give a succinct
and intelligible narrative of the military events of
the late civil war. An account of the causes which
brought the two great sections of our country to the
point where their differences assumed such a shape
that the Cotton States undertook to leave the Union,
and even war became not only possible but immi-
nent, lies entirely outside of the scope of this work.
Yet, in order that we may gain the right stand-
points from which to view the contest, we must
ascertain, as nearly as we can, the exact legal and
political positions occupied by the opposing parties
at the outbreak of the conflict. To this, therefore^
we will first devote our attention.

It was claimed by the advocates of the right of
secession/ that the United States was not a single-

1 A clear statement of their views is contained in Part II. of Jefferson,
Davis's Xise and Fall of the Confederate Government* vol I., pp. 86 it se$.